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Minutes of the 5/14/2018 Regular Clark Fork City Council Meeting 

 

Mayor Russell Schenck called the May 14, 2018 Regular Meeting of the City Council to order at 7:00 

p.m. in the Clark Fork City Hall, 110 East Third Avenue. 

 

Mayor Schenck led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call of Council Members: Council Members Shari Jones, Stanley Spanski, Sharon Banning were 

present constituting a quorum. Council Member Williams absent.  

 

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA:  No. 

 

Council Member Williams arrived at meeting at 7:03 pm.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

- Minutes: Regular Council Meeting 4/9/2018 

   Public Hearing - Variance 5/7/2018  

           Special Council Meeting - Land Use Fees Workshop 5/7/2018 

           Public Hearing - Comp Plan 5/9/2018 

- April Financial Reports 

- Purchase Orders  

- Payment of City Bills in the amount of $11,705.81 

  

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Council Member Banning 

seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

New Business: 

 

A. Discuss Catering Permit for Senior Center. ACTION ITEM. 

Council Member Williams moved to approve the Shield’s Family Reunion Catering Permit for the 

Senior Center. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 

Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 

Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-Y 

Blaine Williams –Y 

Motion carried. 

  

B. Discuss Fireworks Application and Catering Permit for the Rod & Gun Club. ALL OF THE 

ITEMS LISTED ARE ACTION ITEMS. 

Council Member Williams moved to approve the Fireworks Application and Catering Permit for the 

Rod & Gun Club. Council Member Spanski seconded the motion. 

Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 

Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-Y 

Blaine Williams –Y 

Motion carried. 
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C. Discuss Crawford Setback Application. ACTION ITEM. 

Council Member Jones moved to approve the Setback Application for Randy Crawford. Council 

Member Banning seconded the motion. 

Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 

Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-Y 

Blaine Williams –Y 

Motion carried. 

 

D. Discuss Coatney Setback Application. ACTION ITEM 

Council Member Williams moved to approve the Setback Application for 206 W. 7th Ave. for Lawrence 

Coatney. Council Member Banning seconded the motion. 

Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 

Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-Y 

Blaine Williams –Y 

Motion carried. 

 

E. Discuss Kearns Setback Applications. ACTION ITEM.  

Council Member Williams recused himself from the vote before the roll call vote was made for personal 

reasons relating to his own property. 

Council Member Jones moved to approve the four Setback Applications for Kelly Kearns. Council 

Member Spanski seconded the motion. 

Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 

Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-Y 

Blaine Williams – Recused 

Motion carried. 

 

F. Discuss Wilson Conditional Use Permit/Set a date for Public Hearing. ACTION ITEM. 

Council Member Jones moved to accept the Conditional Use Permit for Joanne Wilson and set date of 

Public Hearing for June 4 at 7:30 pm. Council Member Banning seconded the motion.  

Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 

Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-Y 

Blaine Williams –Y 

Motion carried. 

 

G. Discuss Written Decision for Public Hearing on Variance for Kelly Kearns. ACTION ITEM.  

 

Assistant City Clerk read the Written Decision aloud: 

 
“WRITTEN DECISION OF THE CLARK FORK CITY COUNCIL 

Setback Variance for Flag Pole – Kelly Kearns, applicant 

 
Request for Setback Ordinance Variance of thirty feet to establish a 60’ flag pole on the southwest corner of Antelope Loop and Idaho Highway 200 on 

lands of mixed Commercial zoning.   
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Applicant: ESI Inc, Joe Lapham, Kelly Kearns 

 

Public hearing date and deliberations: May 7, 2018 

 

Notice provided: Published notice provided as required by law in the Bonner County Daily Bee; mailed notice provided to property owners within 300 feet 

of the site. 
 

Applicable law:  City of Clark Fork Setback Ordinance 216 Section 8.0 Variances and Idaho Code 67-6516. 

 
Facts Forming Basis of Decision: The factual foundation of the decision is laid out in the record compiled by the City Council in reaching its conclusions.  

The primary factual information of the flag pole being 30’ taller than the City’s height restriction, which was uncontroverted during the course of the hearing 

process, is found in the application materials submitted by the applicant concerning this request.  The applicant provided information in the form of 
submitted documentation and oral testimony by the applicant.  Such factual information was reviewed by Clark Fork City staff and other public officials 

having an interest in the proposal.   

 
Based upon the general consensus from the community of the patriotic value and its being shown not to harm the public interest or to diminish the potential 

for use or development of neighboring properties because of inadequate building separation or reduction of available light, air or line of sight, provided in 

the course of the public review and hearing process, the Clark Fork City Council finds that the factual information included in the application packet and 
supplemental materials and in comments by the public interests potentially affected by the proposal constitute a substantial factual foundation upon which to 

base its decision.  Rather than engage in an extended recital of the significant factual foundation laid by the applicant, the council incorporates the completed 

application and supporting documentation submitted by the applicant, and comments and correspondence submitted by public agency officials as the factual 

basis for its determination in this matter.  Factual assertions contained in the record were substantially uncontroverted. Additionally, any factual assertions 

made in the course of oral representations during the public hearing held on May 7, 2018 are deemed also to be additional factual material upon which the 

council has relied.  Therefore, all materials contained in the record of this application are deemed incorporated in this decision for purposes of establishing 
the factual basis for the conclusions reached. 

 
Conclusions: The conclusions to be reached by the Council must determine whether the proposal submitted complies with the criteria established by law to 

determine the suitability of any particular proposal for variance within the City of Clark Fork. During the course of the applicant’s presentation, several 

questions were posed to the applicant concerning specific aspects of the location, construction, and lighting of the proposed flag pole. During the course of 
the hearing a citizen spoke to supply testimony that was supportive of the application. 

 

At the conclusion of the public hearing in a separate deliberative discussion, members of the City Council discussed and evaluated the quality of the 
information supplied for purposes of reaching for the decision that the Council was charged with.  The proposal was evaluated in light of its suitability to fit 

the site in question and the surrounding uses and community infrastructure.  

 
1. Nature of the use: Setback Ordinance Variance Application for a 60’ flag pole.  Such use shall be as represented in the application materials submitted to 

the City or as advocated in person by the applicant. The Council grants the variance of thirty feet (30) for the 60’ flag pole proposed by the applicant. The 

Council finds that the proposed use would serve the public interest and is not substantially opposed by neighboring land owners.  Public testimony supported 
the use as valuable for strengthening the community and is patriotic.  Accordingly, the City Council agreed to approve the requested setback variance 

application. 

 
This approval incorporates, and is limited to, all plans and representations, written and oral, made by the applicant and the applicant’s agents and 

representatives and incorporates all recommendations and requirements established by public agencies with jurisdiction and according to Setback Ordinance 

216 Section 8.0 (B) 6 Variance Standards states that when a variance is requested for the expansion or enlargement of a portion of a structure which does not 
conform to present setback requirements, the variance requested should be shown not to harm the public interest or to diminish the potential for use or 

development of neighboring properties because of inadequate building separation or reduction of available light, air or line of sight.  

 
Subject to these terms and conditions, particularly maintaining compliance with the representations and conditions addressed by applicant and applicant’s 

consultants and professional advisers, the City concludes that the requirements of the variance standards included in the Clark Fork Setback Ordinance have 

been met and that the application requested should be approved. 
 

Approved by the Clark Fork City Council on the 14th day of May, 2018.” 

 

Council Member Jones moved to approve the Written Decision for the Kearns Setback Variance. 

Council Member Williams seconded the motion. 

 Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 

Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-Y 

Blaine Williams –Y 

Motion carried. 

 

H. Discuss Resolution 1-2018 Comprehensive Plan. ACTION ITEM. 

Council Member Banning moved to approve Resolution 1-2018 after all typo corrections are corrected.  

Council Member Williams seconded the motion. 

Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 
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Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-Y 

Blaine Williams -Y 

Motion carried. 

 

I. Fire Department Protocols, Appointment of Chief and PO 5183. ALL OF THE ITEMS LISTED 

ARE ACTION ITEMS. 

Council Member Williams moved to approve the Mayor’s Appointment of Fire Chief Richard Harter. 

Council Member Spanski seconded the motion.  

Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 

Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-Y 

Blaine Williams -Y 

Motion carried. 

 

Council Member Spanski moved to approve PO #5183 for $2,455 from Chief Supply. Council Member 

Williams seconded the motion.  

Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 

Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-Y 

Blaine Williams -Y 

Motion carried. 

 

Fire Chief Harter discussed with Council the need to make emergency decisions to put out fires outside 

of the city limits that could affect current subscribers or the City of Clark Fork without Council or 

Mayor approval. Fire Chief Harter stated he will, with input from subordinates, use his best judgement 

for determining manpower and personnel. 

 

Council Member Williams moved to approve at request of IDL that the Clark Fork Fire Chief  respond 

using his best judgment and consideration of his top level subordinates determining the number of staff 

and equipment necessary. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  

Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 

Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-Y 

Blaine Williams -Y 

Motion carried. 

 

Council Member Williams moved to approve the Clark Fork Fire Chief or Acting Chief to make a 

decision using his best judgement to fight fires outside of the City limits if it is posing imminent danger  

to the citizens of Clark Fork or subscribers of Clark Fork Fire. Council Member Banning seconded the 

motion. 

Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 

Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-N 
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Blaine Williams -Y 

Motion carried. 

 

J. Discuss Monetary need for water tank repair. ACTION ITEM. 

Council Member moved to approve the need for up to $2000 for funds for water tank repair. Council 

Member Spanski seconded the motion.  

Roll Call Vote of Council Members: 

Shari Jones-Y 

Sharon Banning-Y 

Stanley Spanski-Y 

Blaine Williams -Y 

Motion carried. 

 

K. Discuss 9th street Pumphouse/ Monetary need for Survey 

Mayor Schenck updated Council on the 9th St. well property with ITD. No motion was needed because 

Lamburth & Associates will survey the property for no cost. 

 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN. ACTION ITEM. 

 

Council Member Jones moved to adjourn. Council Member Williams seconded the motion. All in favor. 

Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

____________________________    ________________________ 

Amber Burgess, City Clerk/Treasurer   Russell Schenck, Mayor 


